ADDRESS TO THE SUDAN  ROUNDTABLE  -  UN WORKPLAN LAUNCH IN GENEVA
                                                                      By Lt Gen L K Sumbeiywo(Rtd)
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
 Nearly three years after the signing of the landmark  Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), which ended Africa’s longest running civil war. The CPA contained detailed provisions and schedule for governmental reforms and a democratization process in the Sudan. However this Agreement is in danger of collapse. With everyone concentrating on Darfur, the CPA seems to be drifting off the international community’s radar screen.

An Assessment Evaluation Commission (AEC) was established as a basis for implementing modalities. Although it was established and mandated with the responsibility to monitor and provide progress of the implementation of  the  CPA, the AEC has had its role down played and watered down completely.
It now appears that nobody has taken the implementation modalities or the Assessment and Evaluation Commission serious resulting to the stage we are in today a stalemate in the implementation of the CPA.
Although the CPA is behind schedule, to a large extent the implementation of the same can be said to be somehow successful. This can be seen in areas such as establishment of institutional structures, starting with the formation of the establishment of an Interim National Constitution, Government of National Unity (GNU), Southern Sudan Interim Constitution, Government of South Sudan (GOSS) and State Governments in South Sudan under SPLM.

We are aware of the fact that the NCP and the SPLM have the capacity but not the political will to implement the agreement. There is need for the International community to engage more actively in monitoring and supporting the implementation of the CPA and the East Sudan Peace Agreement which not much is known about, as well as promoting a peaceful settlement of the conflict in Darfur

The SPLM has temporarily  suspended their participation in the Government of National Unity due to delays in the implementation of the CPA.   The pullout of Southern Ministers from the Khartoum government has been the most serious blow to the peace deal since it was signed in 2005.

Critical Articles
While there has been a significant achievement in the implementation of the CPA there remain issues that could jeopardize the peace process, key among them;
a) Implementation of the Abyei Protocol
This has stalled following the rejection of the Abyei Boundary Commission (ABC) report by H.E. Omer Al-Bashir.  The  NCP argues that the Commission overstepped its mandate and that its findings are not binding. The SPLM insists that resolving the status of the disputed, central oil-rich Abyei region is key to resolving the impasse.
     b) Security Arrangements

Although July 9th 2007 was the deadline for both parties to redeploy their armies to either North or South of the 1956 boundary, none has sufficiently complied with this requirement. This incident highlights the mistrust which each partner has for the other.

c) North-South Border

The demarcation of this border will determine a number of things such as oil fields location, the censors in the South and later the referendum 

   d) National Reconciliation and Healing Process
There are concerns by the SPLM over the failure to initiate a National Reconciliation and Healing Process which the NCP insists commenced at the signing of the CPA.

  e) Inadequate funding of the census process

The SPLM feels that the Government of National Unity (GNU) is not doing enough to facilitate the census process.  
Challenges  
The people of the Sudan face a number of challenges and especially in three areas which require the International Community all people of good will to support them in these areas:
a) Political; without political the implementation of Agreements would be futile. The Parties to Agreements should be encouraged to practice goodwill in implementing Agreements.

b) Peace building and Security; there is need to involve all stakeholders in peace building, citizens must experience peace dividend in tranquility and secure environment, they should be empowered to run their own affairs. Provision of infrastructure developments such as schools and hospitals. The population must trust those who provide security and the maintenance of law and order.
c) Humanitarian Issues; This is a critical element in stabilising the Sudan. Without human beings the Sudan would just be a mass of land. The government of Sudan (GNU) and the government of Southern Sudan (GOSS) must take the leading role in ensuring that their citizens are aware of their and receive their basic rights among these are but just a few:
1) The Right to Life

2) The Right to Food

3) The Right to Clothing

4) The Right to Shelter
For a long time the Sudanese have suffered and dependent on the International Community to provide some of the basic needs for their survival. It is time in the 21st Century although the International Community should continue supporting but mainly in area of development to graduate from subsistence to self sufficiency. All these are only possible to be achieved with right conducive political atmosphere.
Opportunities

The International community needs to understand how fragile the situation is and to engage actively in supporting the process and holding the parties to account.
The implementation of the CPA is a matter of two partners; NCP and SPLM and the two partners must agree on the way forward.
There is need for IGAD and other International guarantors of the CPA to send a strong, coordinated message to the NCP that it is legally bound to implement the CPA in good faith and the agency for those who participated in signing the CPA; Kenya, Uganda, Egypt, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway the UK, the US, IGAD’s International Partners Forum (IPF), the AU and the EU to act again. 
Kenya, as the Chair of the Mediation and Vice Chair of the Assessment and Evaluation Commission (AEC), of the CPA, should call for a Summit to resolve the current impasse.
Thank You
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