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Office of the Special Representative

of the United Nations Secretary-General for Sudan

Press Release # 0004
Launch of the United Nations

and Partners 2005 Work Plan for Sudan

Poised between peace and conflict, Sudan needs urgent support
the UN says 
Khartoum/Geneva/New York/Nairobi 30 November 2004: The United Nations and its partners in the Sudan, today, appealed for 1.5 billion dollars for an urgent programme to support humanitarian, protection, recovery and development activities in the conflict-ravaged country in the year 2005. These activities cover a multitude of sectors namely: education and training, food aid, food security and support to livelihoods, health, mine action, multisector support for return and reintegration of internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees, nutrition, protection of IDPs and refugees, rehabilitation of transport infrastructure, rule of law and good governance, shelter and non-food items, water and environmental sanitation, disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of former combatants. 
In the 2005 Work Plan, the UN and its partners, which include donor countries and aid agencies, present 304 projects to be implemented by 49 agencies and non-governmental organizations. Programmes and projects focus on southern Sudan, the transitional areas (Abyei, Blue Nile and the Nuba Mountains) Darfur, and Eastern Sudan. There are also a number of national programmes in direct support of the peace process.  The work plan has been developed in consultation with the Government of Sudan and the SPLM/A leadership and draws on the priorities they identified to address the urgent needs in Sudan for the period 2004/2005.

The funding needs of 1.5 billion dollars include over $600 million for life-saving and sustaining activities in the strife-torn western region of Darfur where there are currently 2.2 million conflict affected persons, including 1.6 million IDPs. A total of 2.5 million vulnerable conflict affected persons is anticipated in 2005, since the number of IDPs is in the rise due to continued fighting and scarce resources. About 200,000 refugees from Darfur sought refuge in neighboring Chad. In addition, the organization is seeking over $550 million for immediate recovery, development and humanitarian programmes in the southern part of the country. Another $300 million is sought for national programmes to support the implementation of the peace agreement and critical assistance activities in the transitional and eastern areas of Sudan. For the year 2005, it is expected that 640,000 to 1.2 million IDPs and refugees will return to their areas of origin, mainly to Southern Sudan, where there are already 1.5 million IDPs and conflict affected people. The IDP and vulnerable population is also quite important in the other regions. In the transitional areas of Nuba Mountains/South Kordofan, Abyei and Blue Nile, there are currently 125,000 IDPs and conflict affected persons. In eastern Sudan, the total IDP and conflict affected population is one of 319,000 persons. 

The funding requirements of the Work Plan for 2005 amount to approximately the double of those identified in the revised Consolidated Appeal for the Sudan Assistance Plan for 2004, which requested 720 million dollars.

Commenting on the Work Plan before leaving to attend the launch in Geneva, the UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, Jan Pronk said, “Sudan stands poised between peace and conflict in 2005. The long-suffering people of the country have rarely faced a period of greater opportunity for peace in the last twenty years. The primary responsibility to realize this future lies with their leaders – who must not fail in this moment of truth.”

Mr. Pronk added, “The international aid community also has an important and irreplaceable role to play. Donors have been very generous in 2004 in providing support for humanitarian programmes. While this must continue in 2005, it is equally important that sufficient funding should also be provided for other areas in Sudan in order to buttress the peace process in the immediate period after an agreement – a period that is often fragile based on similar experiences in other post-conflict situations. Without adequate support to save the lives of millions of vulnerable Sudanese and helping to rebuild destroyed communities, the chances of a lasting peace diminish.” 

For further information, contact UNAMIS Spokesperson, Ms. Radhia Achouri
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